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Trunk  Line  Roads  tor  the  Coiiinion  Good 

Nalional  Highways  Progress  Slow  But  Sure — Organi- 
zations Helpliil—  -Federal  Aid  Abortive 


Mr.  EDITOR:  You  ask, 

‘‘What  progress  is  there  in 
trunk-line  highway  building 
in  these  United  States?”  A truthful 
answer  makes  one  admit  very  little. 

Much  less  than  the  needs  and  de- 
mands of  our  people  justify.  By 
"trunk-line”  we  mean  an  inter  state 
or  national  road.  Not  a state  high- 
way, although  this  may  become  a 
link  of  an  inter-state  trunk-line  or 
national  highway. 

Probably  the  most  improved  of  all 
of  our  trunk-line  highways  is  the  National  Old  Trails  Road  from 
Washington,  D.  C.,  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  But  even  this  great 
central  highway  has  only  about  SOO  miles  hard  surfaced  and 
some  2,200  miles  unimproved.  The  “Northwest  Trail”  or  Na- 
tional Parks  Highway  is  a close  second  to  the  Old  Trails  and 
may  have  more  actual  miles  of  hard  surfaced  roadway,  but  it  is 
nearly  500  miles  longer  from  Boston  to  Seattle.  This  road  is 
hard  surfaced  from  Boston  to  40  miles  west  of  Buffalo.  This  is 
probably  one  of  the  longest  stretches  of  continuous  good  road  in 
the  United  States.  The  Lincoln  Highway  undoubtedly  comes  third, 
wdth  about  300  miles  hard  surfaced  road  out  of  about  1,000  to 
Chicago.  How  much  w'est  thereof  we  have  no  present  data. 

Of  the  North  and  South  trunk-lines  only  two  deserve  mention, 
the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  whose  names  signify  their  location. 
The  data  is  imperfect  as  to  these. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  w'e  are  speaking  of  trunk-lines, 
inter-state  in  character.  Now  there  are  many  sections  of  state 
highways  that  are  hard  surfaced  over  considerable  distances.  In 
very  few  cases  will  it  be  found  that  such  state  highways  will  go 


Association 

clear  across  a state  from  state  line  to 
state  line.  And  except,  practically, 
those  alignments  mentioned,  there 
will  be  found  still  fewer  cases  where 
any  of  our  highways  have  been  im- 
proved through  several  states  or  even 
through  so  small  a number  as  two 
states. 

Such  is  the  “progress”  of  our  na- 
tion's trunk-line  highway  building, 
strange  as  it  may  seem.  One  would 
not  think  so  in  view  of  the  great 
activity  and  publicity  now  character- 
izing the  good  roads  movement.  Nevertheless  such  is  the  fact. 

Federal  Aid  Abortive 

It  is  to  be  much  regretted  that  so-called  “Federal  Aid”  has 
passed  Congress,  for  it  will  not  and  cannot  result  in  that  road 
building,  either  needed  or  desired,  by  our  people.  “Federal  Aid” 
is  much  like  state  aid,  only  on  a larger  national  scale. 

State  aid  has  been  abandoned  by  the  leading  states,  they  having 
advanced  to  state  highways,  built  and  maintained  by  the  state, 
the  best  of  them  with  a one-headed  commission.  If  this  be 
sound  for  the  states  it  is  more  so  for  the  nation.  If  true,  national 
or  trunk-line  highways  built  and  maintained  by  the  national  gov- 
ernment is  the  only  real  solution  of  the  road  problem.  It  is  the 
only  vehicle  through  which  we  will  get  good  roads  everywhere 
for  all  our  states. 

Any  divided  authority  and  responsibility  produces  inefficiency 
and  eventually  chaos  and  gra^^t.  There  is  even  today,  so  early, 
every  indication  that  this  will  be  the  result  of  “Federal  Aid.”  It 
was  true  of  state  aid.  Now,  if  as  between  the  counties  and  the 
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jy|R.  DAVIS  was  asked  to  tell  about  the  development 
of  trunk-line  higlnvays  in  the  United  States  and  the 
growth  of  the  movement  that  is  behind  them.  This  he 
has  done  authoritatively  and  in  an  uncommonly  inter- 
esting and  comprehensive  way.  He  also  argues  con- 
vincingly the  opinion  that  Federal  Aid  is  abortive,  since 
it  defers  the  day  of  the  truly  National  highway  itself, 
and  so,  too,  of  that  lofty  objective,  “Good  Roads 
Everywhere.” 


Looking  toward  the  American  shore  from  Goat  Island,  at  Niagara  Falls:  the  car  is  a Pierce- 
Arrow.  One  hundred  thousand  miles  of  such  roads  as  these  icill  multiply  the  sale  of  automo- 
biles and  also  of  the  many  things  that  their  use  requires 
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l.oukiiv^  tonard  the  American  shore  from  Goat  Island,  at  ISia^ara  Falls:  the  car  is  a Pierce- 
Arrow.  One  hundred  thousand  miles  of  such  roads  as  the.se  nill  multiply  the  sale  of  automo- 
biles and  also  of  the  many  things  that  their  use  requires 
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“What  prugrcss  is  there  in 

,ru„k-linc  higlnvuv  bu.ldu.g  M'*'  ' 

iM  Lnitol  State-,  r"  A trmhtttl  l'isli"ay 

ai.su e:r  inake-s  wiu  a.Ii.m  very  little-.  ""-'.■mem  t 

Mueii  less  than  the-  needs  and  de-  -ithorit.,tively  e 

"lands  of  our  people  jnsliiy.  lie  "!“"S  f"''  -•"■"I-rehensive 

. „ s • , e.  ' vimingly  the  opinion  that 

trunk-line  we  mean  an  inter  state  . , , , 

or  national  road.  i\ot  a state  high-  • ■ , 

.sill.  I *1  • t too,  ot  that  lo 

way,  although  this  may  become  a 

I -.I  £ ■ a , / 1 1-  Lvervwliere. 
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Probably  the  most  improved  of  all 
of  our  trunk-line  highways  is  the  National  Old  frails  Road  from 
Washington,  D.  C.,  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  But  even  this  great 
central  highway  has  only  about  900  miles  hard  surfaced  and 
some  2,200  miles  unimproved.  The  ‘‘Northwest  Trail”  or  Na- 
tional Parks  Highway  is  a close  second  to  the  Old  Trails  and 
may  ha\e  more  actual  miles  of  hard  surfaced  roadw'ay,  but  it  is 
nearly  500  miles  longer  from  Boston  to  Seattle.  This  road  is 
liard  surfaced  from  Boston  to  40  miles  west  of  Buffalo.  This  is 
l-'robably  one  of  the  longest  stretches  of  continuous  good  road  in 
the  United  States.  The  Lincoln  Highway  undoubtedly  comes  third, 
with  about  300  miles  hard  surfaced  road  out  of  about  1,000  to 
Uiicago.  How  much  west  tliereof  we  have  no  present  data. 

Of  the  North  and  South  trunk-lines  only  two  deserve  mention, 
»he  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  whose  names  signify  their  location, 
'file  data  is  imperfect  as  to  these. 

it  must  be  remembered  that  we  are  speaking  of  trunk-lines, 
inter-state  in  character.  Now  there  are  many  .''cctions  of  state 
highways  that  are  hard  surfaced  over  considerahle  distance'^.  In 
very  few  ca'-^ec  will  it  he  found  that  such  state  highways  will  go 


jy|K.  DAWS  was  a.sked  lo  tell  about  the  development 
of  trunk-line  highway.s  in  the  United  Slates  and  the 
growth  of  the  movement  that  is  behind  them.  This  he 
has  done  authoritatively  and  in  an  uneommonly  inter- 
esting and  eoniprehensi\ e way.  He  also  argues  con- 
vineingly  the  opinion  that  Eetleral  Aid  is  abortive,  since 
it  defers  the  day  of  the  truly  National  highway  itself, 
and  so,  too,  of  that  lofty  objective,  “Good  Koad.s 
Lvervwliere.” 


clear  across  a state  from  state  line  to 
state  line.  .And  e.xcept,  practically, 
those  alignments  mentioned,  there 
will  be  lound  still  fewer  cases  where 
any  of  our  highways  have  been  im- 
proved through  several  states  or  even 
through  so  small  a number  as  two 
slates. 


objeclive,  “Goo.l  Koad.  Slid.  I.  llie -progress"  of  our  na- 

lion  s trunk-line  highway  building, 

strange  as  it  may  seem.  One  would 

^ 1 not  think  so  in  view  of  the  great 

tictivity  and  publicity  now  character- 
i/.iiig  the  good  ruadN  movement.  Xeverthele.ss  such  is  the  fact. 

Federal  Ai<l  Ahorlive 

It  is  to  he  much  regretted  that  so-called  “Federal  Aid*  has 
pas.sed  Congress,  for  it  will  not  and  cannot  result  in  that  road 
building,  either  needed  or  desired,  by  our  people.  “.Federal  Aid’’ 
is  much  like  state  aid,  only  on  a larger  national  scale. 

State  aid  lias  been  abandoned  by  the  leading  states,  they  having 
advanced  to  state  liighways,  built  and  maintained  by  the  state, 
the  best  of  them  with  a one-headed  commission.  If  this  be 
sound  for  the  states  it  is  more  so  for  the  nation.  If  true,  national 
or  trunk-line  highways  built  and  maintained  by  the  national  gov- 
ernment is  the  only  real  solution  of  the  road  problem.  It  is  the 
only  vehicle  through  which  we  will  get  good  roads  every w'here 
for  all  our  states. 

Any  divided  authority  and  rcs]n  »nsibility  produces  inefficiency 
and  eventually  chaos  and  graft.  I’here  is  even  today,  so  early, 
every  indication  that  this  will  be  the  result  of  “Federal  Aid.”  It 
was  true  of  slate  aid.  Xow,  if  as  between  the  counties  and  the 
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Tall  timber  abounds  in  the  western  National  Parks.  The  nat- 
ural beauties  of  these  forest  preserves  are  attainable  only  by 
traveling  the  highways  that  intersect  them,  and  they  will 
become  more  familiar  as  the  spread  of  good  roads  renders 
access  to  them  from  distant  points  easier  and  more  habitual 

with  automobilists 

state  such  divided  authority  and  responsibility  resulted  in  the 
money  getting  into  politics,  instead  of  into  roads,  how  much  more 
so  as  between  the  Federal  Government  and  our  48  states ! 

The  states  would  not  today  tolerate  a law  that  gave  state  moneys 
to  the  counties  for  them  to  spend,  even  if  supervised  by  the  state. 
Why  then  should  Congress  make  a gift  of  money  to  the  states  for 
them  to  spend?  llie  result  is  known  in  advance.  Most  of  the 
money  will  get  into  politics  or  into  improper  road  building  only 
to  be  done  over  again  at  public  expense.  Why  will  we  not  learn 
by  our  previous  experience? 

Trunk  Lines  Have  Many  Adherents 

Mr.  Editor,  you  also  ask,  “W'hat  is  the  development  of  the 
trunk-line  highway  movement  in  the  United  States?”  This  is  a 
very  different  story  from  that  of  actual  construction.  There  never 
was  a more  general  demand  for  anything  than  now  e.xists  for  good 
roads  everywhere.  It  takes  most  every  variety  of  form  and  ac- 
tivity, from  the  local  good  roads  club,  in  our  small  towns  and 
villages,  up  to  the  great  transcontinental  alignments.  With  county, 
state  and  inter-state  organizations  galore,  there  are  now  many  of 
these  transcontinental  highway  associations  among  which  can  be 
mentioned  the  Meridian  Road,  Dixie,  Jackson,  Jefferson  Davis, 
Southern,  Pioneer  Way,  Midland  Trail,  Pikes  Peak,  Ocean  to 
Ocean,  Mississippi,  etc.,  etc.,  a list  too  long  to  make  complete. 
.Most  of  these  have  heretofore  been  marking  organizations  and 
are  only  just  making  a beginning  in  gaining  actual  hard-surfacing 
for  their  highways.  Some  few  years  ago  about  the  only  real  effort 
towards  good  roads  came  from  the  many  automobile  clubs  led  by 
the  American  Automobile  Association. 

These  associations  have  always  labored  under  the  disadvantage 
of  name  and  representation  of  a large  commercial  activity.  There 
is  everything  in  a name.  Both  these  factors  tend  to  set  the 


farmer,  the  owner  of  a horse  vehicle  ami  those  owning  no  private 
means  of  transportation,  against  a real  good  roads  development. 
It  wasn’t  that  anyone  was  against  what  they  called  a good  road. 
Not  at  all;  everyone  wanted  good  roads  everywhere.  The  ques- 
tion was,  what  kind  of  a good  road. 

Hard  Surfaced  Roads  Good  for  All 

The  value  of  the  hard-surfaced  road,  which  was  the  only  kind 
that  was  a good  road  365  days  in  the  year,  many  did  not  know  or 
appreciate  until  it  was  built  at  their  door.  The  argument  ad- 
vanced was,  that  a hard-surfaced  road  was  only  of  value  to  the 
automobilist,  the  rich,  the  tourist  and  long-distance  traveler.  That 
they  cost  too  much.  That  taxes  would  go  up  to  benefit  only  the 
few.  These  arguments  still  appeal  in  many  country  communities, 
although  much  weaker  than  of  yore. 

Today  the  farmer  rather  argties,  “Give  us  good  roads  from  farms 
to  town  or  railroad  station.”  He  is  no  longer  prejudiced  against 
the  automobile,  for  he  has  one,  and  maybe  a motor  truck  besides. 
He  still  thinks,  however,  that  main  trunk-line  highways  are  only 
of  value  to  the  city  fellow  and  the  tourist.  As  a matter  of  fact 
he  is  wrong,  because  he  himself — as  most  of  his  kind — finds  his 
farm  actually  located  on  a main  trunk-line. 

“Radial  Roads”  a Fallacy 

Take  any  road  map  showing  all  the  roads  in  any  given  com- 
munity. Do  the  roads  radiate  from  a central  point?  If  they  do. 
is  it  not  because  the  roads  are  trunk-lines  to  other  centers? 

Look  around  you.  Are  not  the  centers  of  population  containing 
nearly  half  (46  per  cent.)  of  our  people,  all  located  in  valleys  or 
bottom  lands?  Are  these  centers  not  connected  by  rivers,  rail- 
roads, and  roads  along  the  center  lines  of  watersheds?  Do  not 
our  great  farming  communities,  both  as  to  numbers  and  tonnage. 


\ iewing  Mount  Rainier  from  a Cadillac  Eight.  National 
hightvays  will  render  such  vistas  familiar  to  many  thousands 
of  motorists  to  whom  they  are  unknown  today,  but  they  will 
benefit  more  directly  75  per  cent  of  a rural  population  whose 
communication  with  the  outer  world  depends  increasingly  on 
motor  travel  and  the  roads  that  render  it  profitable 
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laniK  T,  tile  uwiicr  nl  a linfsc  \(  hii-|r  aii'l  iIium.-  itwniiiy  iii>  private 
means  of  traiisporlal i< m,  a‘aaiii>t  a real  good  roads  development. 
It  wasn’t  that  anyone  wa"  aeain^-t  vvlial  tlu-y  called  a good  road. 
Xot  at  all;  everyone  wanted  good  roads  everywhere.  'The  ques 
lion  was,  what  kind  of  a good  road. 


Hard  Surfaced  Roads  Good  for  AIJ 

rile  value  of  the  hard-surfaced  road,  which  was  the  only  kind 
that  was  a good  road  3t)5  days  in  the  year,  many  did  not  know  or 
aiii)ieciate  until  it  was  built  at  their  door.  The  argument  ad- 
vanced was,  that  a hard-surfaced  road  was  only  of  value  to  the 
automohilist,  the  rich,  the  tourist  and  long-distance  traveler.  That 
(hey  cost  too  much.  'I'hat  taxes  would  go  up  to  benefit  only  the 
few.  These  arguments  still  appeal  in  many  country  communities, 
altliough  much  weaker  than  of  yore. 

'I'oday  the  farmer  rather  argues,  “Give  us  good  roads  from  farm.s 
to  town  or  railroad  station.”  He  is  no  longer  prejudiced  against 
the  tmtomobile,  for  he  has  one,  and  maybe  a motor  truck  besides. 
Ilf  still  thinks,  however,  that  main  trunk-line  highways  are  only 
of  value  to  the  city  fellow  and  the  tourist.  As  a matter  of  fact 
he  is  wrong,  because  he  himself — as  most  of  his  kind— linds  his 
farm  act  nail  v located  on  a main  trunk-line. 


“■Radial  Roads”  a Fallacy 

I ake  any  road  map  showing  all  the  roads  in  any  given  com- 
munity. Do  the  roads  radiate  from  a central  point?  If  they  do. 
i.'^  it  not  because  the  roads  are  trunk-lines  to  other  centers? 

Look  around  you.  Are  not  the  centers  of  population  containing 
nearly  half  (46  per  cent.)  of  our  people,  all  located  in  valleys  or 
bottom  lands?  /\re  these  centers  not  connected  by  rivers,  rail- 
roads. ami  roads  along  the  center  lines  of  watersheds?  Do  not 
our  great  farming  communities,  both  as  to  numbers  and  tonnage. 


Tall  timhvr  abounds  in  the  iccslern  \ational  Parks.  The  nat- 
ural beauties  of  llu’se  forest  /ireseries  are  attainable  only  by 
traveling;  the  hi^hiray.s  that  intersect  them,  and  they  tvill 
become  more  familiar  as  the  spread  of  good  roads  renders 
access  to  them  from  distant  points  easier  ami  more  habitual 
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>tate  such  tlivided  auihoritv  and  n>ponsil)ilitv  resulted  in  the 
money  getting  into  politics,  instead  of  into  roads,  how  much  more 
so  as  between  the  I'ederal  Government  and  our  48  state.s ! 

4 he  states  would  not  today  tolerate  a law  that  gave  state  moneys 
to  the  counties  for  them  to  >pend,  even  if  supervised  by  the  state. 
Why  then  should  Congress  make  a gift  of  money  to  the  states  for 
them  to  spend.'  'Hie  result  is  known  in  ailvtmce.  Most  of  the 
money  will  get  into  polil!c^  or  into  improptr  road  building  onlv 
to  be  done  over  a.gain  at  imhlic  expense.  W'hj  will  we  not  learn 
by  our  i)revious  experience; 

Trunk  Lines  Have  Matiy  A<llierenls 

Mr.  Lditor,  you  also  ask.  “What  i.^  the  development  of  the 
trunk-line  highway  movement  in  the  United  States?”  'Ibis  is  a 
very  rlilferent  story  from  that  of  actual  construction.  'I  here  never 
was  a more  general  demand  for  anything  than  now  e.xists  for  good 
roads  everywhere.  It  takes  most  every  variety  of  hnan  and  ac- 
tivity, from  the  local  good  roads  club,  in  our  small  towns  and 
villages,  up  to  the  great  transcontinental  alignments.  With  county, 
-tate  and  inter-state  organizations  galore,  there  are  now  many  of 
these  transcontinental  highway  associations  among  which  can  be 
mentioned  the  Meridian  Road,  Dixie.  Jtickson,  Jefferson  Davis, 
Southern,  Rioneer  W:iy,  Midland  'Lrail,  Tikes  Teak,  (Jeean  t(j 
Ocean,  Mississip|ii,  <'tc.,  etc.,  a list  too  long  to  make  comjdete. 
.Most  of  these  litive  heret(»fore  Iteen  marking  organizations  and 
are  oidy  just  tnaking  a beginning  in  gaining  actual  hard-surfacing 
for  their  highways.  .Some  few  years  ago  tihout  the  oidy  real  effort 
towards  good  roads  ctime  from  the  many  automobile  clubs  led  by 
the  American  .Automobile  .Association. 

These  associations  have  always  labored  under  the  disadvantage 
of  name  and  representation  of  a large  commercial  activity.  There 
is  everything  in  a name.  Both  these  factors  tend  to  set  the 


I ieiting  Mount  liaitiier  from  a Cadillac  Eight.  National 
highnays  icill  render  such  vistas  familiar  to  many  thousands 
of  motorists  to  ichom  they  are  unknown  today,  but  they  tvill 
benefit  more  directly  75  per  cent  of  a rural  population  ivho.se 
communication  uith  the  outer  world  depends  increasingly  on 
motor  travel  and  the  roads  that  render  it  profitable 
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lie  along  and  adjacent  to  these  center  lines  of  watersheds;  that  is, 
along  and  near  river  bottoms,  and  thus  between  urban  centers? 

Of  course  they  do ! And  do  not  both  the  rural  population  and 
rural  product  increase  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  same  degree, 
and  by  the  same  laws  as  all  our  means  of  communication  ? 

I'he  whole  road  system  is  like  a tree  and  must  be  developed 
exactly  as  a tree  grows.  This  is  the  way  railroads,  telephones, 
telegraphs  grew.  Roads  must  and  will  grow  in  the  same  maimer. 
It  cannot  be  otherwise.  To  force  them  to  develop  in  any  other 
way  would  be  productive  of  all  the  evils  that  any  unnatural  or 
forced  growth  produces. 

Road  Boosters  Multiply 

1 here  are  2,932  counties  in  the  United  States.  There  are  not 
^oud  roads  associations  in  all  these  counties,  although  in  some 
states  every  county  has  one.  There  are  now  probably  100  major 
good  roads  associations,  maybe  1,000  more  local  associations  and 
some  500  automobile  clubs,  besides  many  chambers  of  commerce, 
commercial  and  trade  clubs,  etc.,  all  more  or  less  active  in  de- 
manding good  roads. 

Of  these  road  associations  many  are  of  the  '‘trail"  or  “route” 
type ; that  is,  working  for  a “through"  road  of  some  kind.  There 
are  63  such  in  the  state  of  Iowa  alone;  and  there  are  48  states. 
These  are  demanding  the  improving  of  certain  continuous  through 
roads  extending  across  the  state  and  connecting  at  each  end  with 
similar  routes  in  the  adjoining  states. 

W e know  of  no  good  roads  association  formed  to  work  for  or 
to  advocate  radial  roads.  If  the  latter  were  desirable,  it  is  likely 
that  many  organizations  would  exist  to  fight  for  them  as  against 
main  highways.  But  such  is  not  the  fact.  Why  not? 


Contrary  to  the  cry  raised  by  a few  misguided  opponents  of 
main  highway  development,  very  few  of  the  associations  referred 
to  have  been  formed  at  the  instigation  of  motorists  or  motor  manu- 
facturers. On  the  other  hand,  they  are  largely  made  up  of  far- 
sighted business  men,  farmers,  and  others  who  realize  the  fact  that 
improved  through  roads  will  bring  money  and  prosperity  to  their 
locality.  They  also  know  that  by  through  roads  alone  can  the 
branch  roads  come  to  any  community,  and  thus  eventually  pro- 
duce “good  roads  everywhere.” 

Through  “Good  Roads  Everywhere” 

So  far  as  the  author  has  knowledge,  there  is  not  one  of  all  these 
road  associations,  automobile  clubs,  chambers  of  commerce,  com- 
mercial and  trade  clubs  but  stands  for  the  building  of  through 
roads.  This  means  “National  Highways,”  or  main  highways,  not 
“Federal  Aid,”  for  the  latter  will  not  build  them,  nor  will  it  build 
the  so-called  “radiating"  roads  from  farm  to  railroad,  much  talked 
about  by  politicians. 

A glance  at  the  map  and  the  statistical  table  on  its  face  tells 
what  1(X),(XX)  miles  of  national  or  trunk-line  highways  will  do  for 
our  rural  population.  It  will  directly  serve  75  per  cent,  of  those 
residing  in  counties  through  which  they  pass.  And  what  is  more, 
they  will  bring  about  “good  roads  everywhere”  as  a result  thereof. 

The  history  of  road  building  in  our  states  proves  that  only  by 
National  Highways,  built  and  maintained  by  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, can  we  hope  to  attain  this  boon. 

No  one  will  benefit  more  from  these  good  roads  than  those 
living  on  them.  But  the  motor-driven  vehicle  manufacturers  and 
the  road  builders  will  also  benefit  as  by  and  through  no  other 
means. 
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On  the  famous  winding  road  to  Half  Moon  Bay,  Cal.,  the  car  a Winton.  Splendid  highways  now  trav- 
erse many  of  the  wonderful  waste  places  of  the  North  American  Continent,  tvhile  the  commercial 
roads  that  should  connect  them  with  the  centers  of  human  activity  are  only  part  developed 
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lie  along  and  adjacent  to  these  center  lines  of  watersheds;  that  is, 
along  and  near  river  bottoms,  and  thus  between  urban  centers? 

Ul  course  they  do!  And  do  not  both  the  rural  iJoi)ulation  and 
rural  product  increase  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  same  degree, 
and  by  the  same  laws  as  all  our  means  of  conmumication  ? 

1 he  whole  road  system  is  like  a tree  and  must  be  developed 
exactly  as  a tree  grows.  This  is  the  way  railroads,  telephones, 
i<  legraphs  grew.  I’loads  must  and  will  grow  in  the  same  manner. 
It  cannot  be  otherwise,  d'o  force  them  to  develop  in  any  other 
wa\  would  be  producliee  of  all  tlie  evils  that  any  unnatural  or 
iorced  growth  produces. 

Kuad  Boosters  Multiply 

1 here  are  counties  in  the  United  Slates.  There  are  not 

^ood  roads  associations  in  all  these  counties,  although  in  some 
stall's  every  county  lias  one.  1 here  are  now  probably  100  major 
good  roads  associations,  maybe  1,000  more  local  associations  and 
some  500  automobile  clubs,  besides  many  chambers  of  commerce, 
commercial  and  trade  clubs,  etc.,  all  more  or  less  active  in  de- 


manding good  roads. 


(Jf  these  road  associations  many  are  of  the  “trail”  or  “route” 
i>pe;  that  is,  working  for  a “through”  road  of  some  kind.  There 
aie  (i3  such  in  the  state  of  Jowa  alone;  and  there  are  48  states. 
These  are  demanding  the  improving  of  certain  continuous  through 
roads  extending  across  the  slate  and  connecting  at  each  end  with 
similar  routes  in  the  adjoining  states. 

W e know  of  no  good  roads  association  formed  to  w'ork  for  or 
to  advocate  radial  roads.  If  the  latter  were  desirable,  it  is  likely 
that  many  organizations  woidil  exist  to  fight  for  them  as  against 
main  highwavs.  lint  such  is  nni  the  fact.  Whv  not? 


Contrary  to  the  cry  raised  by  a few  misguided  opponents  of 
main  higliway  development,  \i:ry  few  of  the  associations  referred 
to  have  been  formed  at  the  instigation  of  motorists  or  motor  manu- 
facturers. On  the  other  hand,  they  are  largely  made  up  of  far- 
sighted  business  men.  farmers,  and  others  who  realize  the  fact  that 
improved  through  roads  will  bring  money  and  prosperity  to  their 
locality.  They  also  know  that  by  through  roads  alone  can  the 
branch  roads  come  to  any  community,  and  thus  eventually  pro- 
duce "good  roads  everywhere.” 

Through  “Good  Ruuds  Everywhere” 

So  far  as  the  author  has  knowledge,  there  is  not  one  of  all  these 
road  associations,  automobile  clubs,  chambers  of  commerce,  com- 
mercial and  trade  clubs  but  stands  for  the  building  of  through 
roads,  'fhis  means  “Xational  Highways,”  or  main  highways,  not 
"Federal  Aid,”  for  the  latter  will  not  build  them,  nor  will  it  build 
the  so-called  ‘‘radiating’’  roads  from  farm  to  railroad,  much  talked 
ahoul  by  politicians. 

A glance  at  the  map  and  the  statistical  table  on  its  face  tells 
what  100,000  miles  of  national  or  trunk-line  highways  will  do  for 
our  rural  population.  It  will  directly  serve  75  per  cent,  of  those 
residing  in  counties  through  which  they  pass.  And  what  is  more, 
they  will  bring  about  ‘‘good  roads  everywhere”  as  a result  thereof. 

The  history  of  road  building  in  our  states  proves  that  only  by 
Xational  Highways,  built  and  maintained  by  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, can  we  hope  to  attain  this  boon. 

X"o  one  will  benefit  more  from  these  good  roads  than  those 
living  on  them.  But  the  motor-driven  vehicle  manufacturers  and 
llic  road  builders  will  al>o  benefit  as  by  and  through  no  other 
means. 
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On  the  famous  uindini’  road  to  Half  Moon  Bay,  Cal.,  the  car  a H inton.  Splendid  highways  now  trav- 
erse many  of  the  wonderful  waste  places  of  the  iSorth  American  Continent,  while  the  commercial 
roads  that  slu>uld  connect  them  with  the  centers  of  human  activity  are  oidy  part  developed 
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2,933  Counties  in  the  United  States 
2,030  Counties  Traversed 
851  Counties  Adjoining 
2,881  Total  Counties  Served 
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ISSUCD  UNOCR  THE  JOINT  AUflRICrS  Of  THC 


National  Highwayi  Aaaoctatton 

National  OM  Traila  Road  Aaanna- 
uon  — National  Old  TraUt  Road 
Depart  m«nl 

Inttr-Mountam  Good  Road*  Aaao- 
nation  — lotn  Mountaio  Orparl 
nmt 

Ohio  Ooed  Roada  Fadetation  — 
Ohio  Dinamn. 

North  Carolina  Good  Roadi  Aaon- 
ation  — North  Carolina  Diviihio 

PvBnayhranta  Good  Roadt  Auocia> 
txwi  — Pannaylvarwa  Dtvinon 

V/nt  Vlrgmia  Good  Ruadt  Aiancia- 
tlon  — Wat  ViTfinia  Divtnon. 

Tciaa  Good  Roada  Aaaopation  — 
Texaa  Divtaion 

Ariaona  Good  Roada  Aaaooation  ^ 
Ariaona  DiviaKin. 

Haw  MczicD  Good  Roada  Aaaona- 
' taoa  — Nrw  Mraico  Divtaion 
1 toara  Good  Roada  fodcrauon  — 

^ ■ 


Kartaai  Good  Rnada  Fedrvation  — 
Karvaaa  Divinon 

h^dM^ta  Good  Roada  Fadaratton 
^^dinnaaota  Divmon 
North  Dakota  Hifhirsy  Imprqva- 
mailt  Aaaociation  — North  Dakota 
Divw'in 

Tha  Kentorkv  Good  Roada  Aaaocia- 
Oon  — Kantucky  Di<o«ion 
Indiana  Good  Roada  Aaaociation  — 
Indiana  Diviaion 

Tha  Tannaaaaa  Hitharay  Aaaooation 
— Tannaaaaa  Divtaion 
NatMnal  Automobtir  Aaannatian  — 
Maaaachuiatta  Divtaion 
Southam  National  Hichway  Aaaon- 
aiton  — Southam  National  H>(h- 
way  Depart  merit 

National  Parhi  Tranacwiunantal 
Hichway  Dapartmrm 
Pikf'i  f*rah  Ocean  to  Orcan  Hich* 
way  Department 

Midland  Trail  Aaaonacion  — Mid- 
land Trail  Department 


Jaekaen  Mi|hway  Dapnrtmmt 
jaffaraen  Hichway  Department 
Alabama  Gond  Roada  Amonation 
Alabama  Divtaion 
Mmdian  Road  Aawviatmn  — MaS' 
idian  Road  Oepa"mrm 
Atlantic  Highway  tieparimmi. 
Pan6r  Highway  Department 
Mtiaiasippi  Highway  Department. 
Appalachian  Highway  Department. 
Crrai  Lakes  Atlantic  Hifthway  D» 
partmani 

Canada.  Kanaaa  C'ty  Gulf  High- 
way Department 

Lcniiauna  State  Good  Roada  A«k>* 
eiauon  — Louieiana  Divinon 
Pocky  Mountain  Higharay  Depwt* 
mant 

Southweat  Trail  Department 
Great  Plateau  Highway  Depart* 
mani 

Oregon  Trail  Drpartmant 
Wonderland  Trail  Department 
Sutuhinc  Highway  Drpa/tmem. 


Cotton  Brit  Trail  Departmant 
Trail  to  Sunaat  DepanmanL 
Indian  Trail  DepanmanL 
latarnational  Pavadway  Aaaociatioa 
— iniemationaJ  Pavedway  On* 
partmmt 

Attona  Trail  Department 
Old  Dominion  Trail  Department 
jedrraon  Davit  MettKViaJ  Highway 
Depart  ment 
Tamram  Trail  Diviwnn 
Old  Spanith  Trail*  Oivuwfv 
Gulf  Coaai  DivitKin. 

Borderland  Military  Highway  Divt* 
won 

Bfvderland  Trad  Divtwon 
Waahmgton  State  Good  Road*  A>- 
looation  — Waahmgtnn  Divmon. 
National  Park*  Trail  DepartmedL 
Pumeet  Way  Oepartment 
CmtraJ  Florida  Good  Road*  AaaO 
nation  — Ptonda  Divitton 
VrllowMnnr  Trad  AjaoeiatMB  * 
Ycllowetona  Trail  Oepartmenc 
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NOTE 

Thii  m»p  thowg  TettuUrr  locsUoft*  for  • 
»yyt«m  of  lOl.OuO  milea  of  Ngnonat  HishwayA 
U If  hoped  ihal  each  Suir  «iU  fujjeat 
to  «h«  Nolionil  Hifhwayg  AioocuUon  improve 
menu  «n  locMton  within  lU  borders 
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’■^ice  PresHkni  gf>d  Dtrrtior  TranacontmfnUi  Highway* 
Copvnghv  N0f«i*ib«  I9lk  kt  Ur  National  Hignwajr*  Maaoauoa  Waahmgwn.  b C 
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NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  MAF 
= OF  THE 

i UNITED  STATES 

SHOWING 

ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  MILES 

OF 

NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS 

PROPOSED  BY  THE 

NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  ASSOCIATION 

WASHINGTON.  O,  C N 

SCALE  OF  STATUTE  MILES  ^ 


General  Coleman  du  Pont 
Chairman  Board  or  national  Councillors 

Charles  Henry  Davis.  C.E. 
President 


NATIONAL- HIGHWAYS  vs.  PANAMA  CANAL 


You  own  the  second.  Do  you  want  to  own  the  first?  They  cost  the  same.  How  many  people  does  the  second  serve? 
The  &st  will  serve  99  per  cent  of  our  people!  This  includes  98.3  per  cent  of  our  rural  (country)  population 


Frederic  Remsen  Hutton.  M.E.  Sc. 
General  Secretary 

Morgan.  Lewis  8e  BocKius 
General  Counsel 


ONE  ITT’NmiEO  THOUSAND  MIUES  OF  NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  I’ROPOSEl)  BY  THE  NATIONAI.  HIGHWAYS  ASSOOIATION 


(Population 

Urban 

per 

cent. 

i Rural 

I 

per 

cenL 

Total 

1 per 
cent. 

Population  of  the  United  States 

42,623,383 

100.0 

1 49348,883 

100.0 

91,9r2366 

100.0 

Contiguous  Population  Served 

41,293,225 

96.9 

36,852,881 

74.7 

78,146,106 

85.0 

Adjoining  Population  Served 

1^250,640 

2.9 

11,638301 

23.6 

12,888,841 

14.0 

Total  Population  Served 

42.5*13,865 

99.S 

1 48,401,082  < 

98.3 

91,034,9*17 

99.0 

NESS 
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WE  ARE  ALL  FOR  IT.  SOME  FOR  WAR!  SOME  FOR  DEFENSE!!  SOME  FOR  PEACE!!! 

THERE  CAN  EE  NO  REAL  PREPAREDNESS,  FOR  WAR,  FOR  DEFENSE,  OR  FOR  PEACE,  WITHOUT 

NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  AND  GOOD  ROADS  EVERYWHERE 


